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Tutankhamun's tomb furnish-
ings contained thousands and 
thousands of coloured glass 
inlays on jewellery, weapons 
and chariots, countless beads 
and some amulets made of 
glass, but a comparatively small 
number of 'furniture', utensils 
or vessels made of this material. It has been widely 
assumed that the time of Tutankhamun's forefa-
thers represented the actual peak phase of phara-
onic glass craftsmanship, which the glass finds from 
his tomb no longer approach. On closer inspection, 
however, the findings contradict this stereotype and 
in fact suggest a particularly high level of glass art! 
The lecture provides insights into current 
research and offers an over view of the 
diverse glass finds from Tutankhamun's tomb. 

Kat ja  Broschat i s  a 
Conser vator  at  the 
Römisch-Germanisches 
Zentralmuseum in Mainz, 
Germany. Her focus is on 
technology used in manu-
facturing objects, especially 
antique glass and metalwork. 

She is one of the few people to work on the very 
delicate Cage Cups from the late Roman period, 
and early glass in Egypt. She also spent several years 
in Xi’an, China, restoring and studying polychrome 
painted life-size bronze birds from the tomb of the 
First Emperor, Qin Shi Huangdi. Since 2013 she 
has lived and worked in Egypt, focussing on differ-
ent artifact types from the tomb of Tutankhamun. 
She was elected a Corresponding Member of 
the German Archaeological Institute in 2017.
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Tutankhamun’s tomb glass 

Picture: Ch. Eckmann, LEIZA. Glass inlays decorate a hieroglyph in shape of a duck or goose on the middle coffin from Tutankhamun.  
Head and wing consist of a crystal clear glass inlay with elaborate reverse paintings.  
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