
Alex works as a senior valuer, specialising in 
glass, at Sworders Fine Art Auctioneers in Essex. 
Marking the centenary of the Art Deco move-
ment, this talk explores the remarkable innova-
tions in glassmaking that defined the era. From 
the iconic works of René Lalique to the brilliance 
of lesser-known names, we will explore key tech-
niques such as etching, moulding, pâte de verre, 
and engraving that gave Art Deco glass its distinc-
tive style. By highlighting both celebrated and over-
looked makers, the talk reveals how craftsmanship, 
technology, and design converged to shape a 
modern aesthetic that still resonates a century on.

Born in Stourbridge, he has been working within 
auction houses since the age of 15. Initially, his inter-
est was piqued with mid-20th century Scandinavian 
glass, followed shortly by 18th century stemware. 
Subsequently, a path of self-research, museum visits, 
and conversing with collectors ensued, and it still 
forms a big part of his professional and personal life.
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