
Robert Charleston Memorial Talk: 

Judy Rudoe

Star ting from Felix Slade’s 
and other 19th centur y 
acquisitions of contempo-
rary glass, this talk discusses 
the last fifty years of glass 
acquisitions within the rest 
of the Museum’s applied 
ar ts collection. The glass 
collections from 1850 now 
number over 1500 items, 
from major gifts or bequests 
to targeted acquisitions, rang-
ing from Balkan glass bead 
embroider y to post-war 
glass from the Nordic lands. 

Judy Rudoe is a distinguished 
and well-known specialist who 
from 1974 to 2023 was a 
curator at the British Museum, 
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Beyond Slade: building the British Museum’s  
19th century to modern European glass collection 

responsible for 19th– to 
21st centur y European 
applied ar ts: ceramics, glass, 
metalwork and jeweller y, 
alongside traditional and 
regional costume, basketry 
and woodwork. Her publi-
cations include Decorative 
Arts 1850-1950. A cata-
logue of the British Museum 
Collection (1991/2nd edition 
1994), Jeweller y in the Age 
of Queen Victoria. A Mirror 
to the World, with Charlotte 
Gere (2010) and ar ticles on 
James Powell & Sons, glass 
micromosaics, and Venetian 
Early Christian glass revivals.
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